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(2) Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply 
for him.

Acts 8



Reaction

Shock
Disorientation
Loneliness and depression
Anger and regret
Fear



Recovery

(1) Do not interpret God’s silence as God’s 
abandonment; He did not save you to abandon you 



Recovery

Do not be surprised that heaven does not 
completely comfort you 



Do not be surprised that heaven does not 
completely comfort you 

“In my Father’s house are 
many rooms” (John 14:3)



(55)…Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. (56 ) “Look,” he 
said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God.” 

Acts 7



Recovery

Do not rush the pain of grieving



God uses time and grace to overcome 
what seems to be an impossible healing 
of our sorrows.  



Recovery

Accept the gift of hurting less when God lessens 
the hurt



We have to give grief permission to loosen its hold 
on us.

- Nancy Guthrie



Recovery

It is right to be marked by grief but not defined by 
grief



(8)…he humbled himself  by becoming obedient to 
death—

Philppians 2



(9)…God exalted him to the highest place and gave 
him the name that is above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow in heaven 
and on earth

Philppians 2



Every pain that comes into your life occurs under 
the canopy of God’s fatherly, eternal, pain-feeling, 
sorrow-bearing, triumph-producing love.  



Recovery

Embrace the gift of friends who reach out to you 
with trembling lips



Recovery

Embrace the paradox that serving is a part of 
healing



(4 )Those who had been scattered preached the 
word wherever they went.

Acts 8



Recovery

Grieve in the presence of a grieving Jesus



For we do not have a high priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses,

- Hebrews 4:15



For we do not have a high priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses,

- Hebrews 4:15

he learned obedience from what he suffered 

- Hebrews 5:8



(4) Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 
comforted. 

Matthew 5



John 11

Jesus cried at the tomb of his friend 
Lazarus even though He would raise 
him to life





Recovery

Grieve in the presence of Scripture



(32) He who did not spare his own Son, but gave 
him up for us all—how will he not also, along with 
him, graciously give us all things?

Romans 8



(31) If God is for us, who can be against us?

Romans 8



(32) He who did not spare his own Son, but gave 
him up for us all—how will he not also, along with 
him, graciously give us all things?

Romans 8



Recovery

Grieve in the presence of a void-filling God



God does not leave His people in a bottomless pit 
of sorrow.



The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves 
the crushed in spirit.

Psalm 34:18



He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their 
wounds.”  

Psalm 147:3



Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with 
the morning.”

Psalm 30:5



I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and 
heard my cry. He drew me up from the pit of 
destruction, out of the miry bog, and set my feet 
upon a rock, making my steps secure.  

Psalm 40



He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to 
our God. Many will see and fear, and put their trust in 
the Lord.”

Psalm 40



(18) I consider that our present sufferings are not 
worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed 
in us

Romans 8







Resurrection 
joy is greater 
than crucifixion 
sorrow.



Resurrection joy is greater than crucifixion sorrow.









It is a privilege to say the name of Miles Johnson.  
He makes me want to live a holy life, a serving life, 
and a ready life.
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