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Paul was living as a prisoner in Rom
e. H

e was waiting to m
eet with the 

em
peror of Rom

e. W
hile in prison, Paul wrote a letter to the C

hristians in Philippi 
to thank them

 for sending a gift and to tell them
 about his work.

Paul wrote, “I want you to know, brothers, that even though the Jews tried to 
stop m

e, everything that has happened has actually helped m
e tell m

ore people the 
good news about Jesus.

“I hope that I will never be afraid or em
barrassed about anything. I want to be 

bold and honor Jesus, whether I live or I die.
“For m

e, living is C
hrist and dying is gain. If I live, I live for Jesus. If I die for 

Jesus, I will be with H
im

 forever.
“N

o m
atter what happens, live your life in a way that brings honor to the 

gospel of C
hrist. ”

Paul also urged the believers to not let anyone scare them
 away from

 doing 
G

od’s work. H
e said, “This is the work G

od has given you to do—
not only to 

believe in H
im

, but also to suffer for H
im

.”

Christ Connection: G
od used Paul’s difficult circum

stances to spread the gospel and 
build the church. Paul knew that because Jesus suffered to bring salvation to the world, 
believers doing G

od’s work would suffer too.

• W
hat does this story teach m

e about G
od or the gospel?

• W
hat does this story teach m

e about m
yself?

• Are there any com
m

ands in this story to obey? H
ow are they for 

G
od’s glory and m

y good?
• Are there any prom

ises in this story to rem
em

ber? H
ow do they 

help m
e trust and love G

od?
• H

ow does this story help m
e to live on m

ission better?
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• W
hy was Paul joyful, even in prison?

• H
ow have you seen G

od bring about 
good through difficult circum

stances?
• W

hat does it m
ean to be joyful? H

ow 
is joy different from

 happiness?
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