GOSPEL MIDWEEK DISCUSSION

PR&WJECT // SESSION1//

This midweek study will explore why its important for students to recognize how God is distinct from and independent of His created world. Use the following
main points, Scriptures, teaching/discussion ideas, and questions to help students gain a better understanding of the essential doctrine for this session.

Essential Doctrine: God is transcendent

God’s transcendence refers to the fact that He is distinct from and independent of His created world. He is transcendent over us in

regards to His greatness and power as well as His goodness and purity. The implication of this doctrine is that God is inherently superior

to humanity; His thoughts and ways are higher than ours (Isa. 55:8-9). When God saves us, He restores us so we can fulfill our human

purpose; this does not mean that we become God or that distinctions between God and humanity are obliterated.

God’s power is supremely above ours.
(Jer. 32:17; Matt. 19:26)

Option: Separate students into groups and challenge each group
to list as many superheroes as they can. Award a small prize to
the team that lists the most, then ask: Who is the most powerful
superhero? Where did their power come from?
Share the following Merriam-Webster definition
of omnipotence.
Do you consider superheroes to be “all-powerful”? Why or
why not?
God is more powerful than the most powerful superhero. By
saying God is omnipotent, we declare He is all-powerful and His
power is supremely above all earthly powers.
What are some examples of God’s power in Scripture?
When have you felt like you had a problem that was too
difficult for God to handle? How can focusing on God’s
greatness help you gain a more accurate perspective on
your problems?
Emphasize how Jesus Christ affirmed God’s greatness all
throughout His ministry, such as when He said “with God all
things are possible” (Matt. 19:26).

God’s goodness is supremely above ours.
(Ps.106:1-5)

Does it bring you comfort to know God’s character is good?
Explain.

How would your life be different if you strived to make God'’s
standard of goodness one of your defining qualities?

God’s thoughts and plans are supremely
above ours. (Isa. 55:8-9; Rom. 8:28)

What would you say are your defining qualities? Would good
be on the list? Explain.

Read Psalm 106:1-5.
For what did the psalmist praise God?
According to 7he Bible Knowledge Commentary, the psalmist praised
God for His incomparable goodness, loyal love, and power.
What do we mean when we say that God is good (v. 1)?
When we say “God is good,” we mean everything God is
and does is worthy of approval and He Himself is the final
standard of determining what is worthy of approval. From the

very beginning, Scripture has affirmed this understanding of
His goodness. (See Gen. 1:31.)

Discuss some of the different ways people use Siri.
Does Siri have access to infinite information? Explain.

Read Isaiah 55:8-9.

Siri knows some things, but God knows all things.

If God is higher than us, why do you think people keep trying
to figure Him out?

According to the Bible Exposition Commentary, we make God
after our own image and conclude that He thinks and acts
just as we do. However, this assumption is wrong.

If God knows everything, then why doesn’t He share this
information with us?

Read Romans 8:28.

You may not understand what God is doing, but you can
trust His purpose. Because God knows all things past,
present, and future, knowing the end from the beginning,
we are encouraged to hold on to the truth that the things in
our lives do not go unnoticed by Him. We can trust Him to
sovereignly work for the good of those who love Him and are
called according to His purpose. While our vision sometimes
seems narrowly focused, God sees and understands the big
picture, having thoughts and plans that are supreme above

our own.

What kinds of distractions can keep us from recognizing God'’s
power and goodness in the world today?

How does knowing everything about God is superior to
humanity help you to trust His purpose for your life?



